The Management of
Persistent Standing
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. The legalities of standing gir v A TN
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v ‘  Why do fans stand in seated areas? ‘ ,‘ '
S What are the safety risks? 8% 75

What are the security risks? 'y !
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What are the service risks? i i

Managing the risks

A radical solution?
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They block the gangways
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They are difficult to steward
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.~ | They obstruct the view of others E
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They even stand on the seats
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Seat backs too Iow to restrain faIIs'-’
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Progressive crowd collapse?
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Gangways obstructed?
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Falling off seats? -
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| [Why do fans want to stand in seated areas? J
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Tradition and culture

The person in front is standing

To get a better view
The game is big and exciting
It improves the atmosphere
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It’s raining and the seats are wet
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To protest against the regulations
They simply prefer it 3




Various
countries

a law that

stadia must

provide all-
seated
stands

Various
governing
bodies also
require all-
seating for

their
matches

There is an
expectation
that fans
will sit
down, but
no law that
they must
do so

Standing up
is however
often
forbidden
by the
ground
regulations

Standing up
is thus a
breach of
contract,
but it is
NOT A
CRIME

It follows
that the
police have
no role in
asking fans
to sit down
— this is the
job of the
stewards




Well ... it depends on when it takes place

It also depends on the angle of rake







The inherent safety risk
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Maximum 25° rake for standing terraces

7o~ R - W L P - T v TN . T

Maximum 34° rake for seated stands
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So over 34°, standing must be inherently unsafe
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Two safety pollcy proposmons...
: r'.-A 4t r’.'} RIPE. ,‘ = il S
: \ ;“ ® 1 u-.l,.,*‘j-
| ¥ e %* § t‘\ #)s ;‘ (““%;‘»?.’
Persistent standlng in stands wnth angles of rake above 34°
must be inherently unsafe. Spectator groups who risk
assessment suggests are likely to persistently stand

must not be accommodated in such areas.
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1 Persistent standing in stands with angles of rake between 26°
171 and 34° may be inherently unsafe. Spectator groups who risk
assessment suggests are likely to persistently stand should
only be accommodated in such areas on a balance of risks
basis, for example when it is essential to use an upper tier to
keep high risk fan groups segregated from one another.
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[ The main safety risk
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S Persistent standing can thus make the crowd
‘ overflow into the gangways
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:@ This obstructs emergency access for the stewards, N i
. 9 medical services and the authorities .
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So they could be unable to reach a casualty or
respond to other safety incidents
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“While there is no automatic correlation between standing
in seated areas and misbehaviour, there is evidence that
some groups of standing spectators regularly adopt a

This can make it harder to tackle offensive conduct such as
racist chanting or obscene language. Even where this does
not lead to misbehaviour, standing spectators may not be in
the mood to comply with reasonable requests (in particular
to keep the gangways and exits clear) that may be for their
own safety.”

(Football Licensing Authority 2002)
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in security risk
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: Managing the safety risks
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There is an absolute safety requirement to keep the
y 4§ gangways clear at all times
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Managing the security risks
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anaging the service risks ||
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‘rail seating
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I o \' Used in Germany and Austria
Very popular with some fan groups
Complies with all-seating regulations

Fans want clubs to have the choice

But the business case is weak ...

The authorities are opposed ...

And safety officers don’t think rail seats | “ . N

would stop persistent standing anyway |
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